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SECTION 1

Answer all questions in this section.

1. Consider the following survey results :

How green are

Legislative Council candidates

Friends of the Earth conducted a

questionnaire survey in May 1998, aiming to

gauge the first Special Administrative

Region Legislative Council candidates’

degree of concern for local and global

environmental issues.

♦ Only 29% bothered to respond

♦ Among which 38% considered Hong

Kong’s environment as intolerable

♦ Their concerned environmental

problems :

Air pollution 28%

Water pollution 22%
Food safety 21%

Reclamation 21%

♦ None suggested limiting the transport

infrastructure development and vehicle

growth

♦ Only one candidate from the Citizens

Party considered 'Polluter Pays' Principle

as one of the options to improve Hong
Kong’s environment

(a) Referring to the above information, comment on how green our Legislative Council candidates

are. (6 marks)

 
(b) Explain whether you think it would be the well-being of Hong Kong if the Legislative Council

was dominated by green political parties. (12 marks)
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3.    Consider the following extract from a newspaper dated 26 November 1998 :

Waste paper crisis after firm’s closure

Paper recycling efforts seemed all in vain yesterday even the Government continued to consider

rescue measures following last week’s closure of Concordia Paper Ltd., the only local recycler which

accepted newspaper.

Concordia, which processed about a quarter of the SAR’s waste paper, has been placed in

receivership, leaving the local industry in crisis.  Thousands of tonnes of recyclable paper may now be
dumped in a landfill as a result.

'Even if we stockpile this paper on vacant land, then what’s next? The Government said most

paper is recycled in Hong Kong because exports are going down,' a green group said yesterday.

Schools also reported piles of paper gathering uncollected, while a major voluntary group which

collects between 6,000 and 8,000 tonnes of paper a month is struggling to find another recycler.

'Some collectors had withdrawn from their regular work,' said an Environmental Protection

Department spokesman.

(a) What immediate actions would you propose to resolve the waste paper crisis? (8 marks)

(b) What strategies do you think the government should adopt to prevent similar crises from

happening again? (10 marks)
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5. Consider the following viewpoint of a university professor :

What shall we do with repeated offenders?

Over the last twenty years, the Hong Kong Government has established a variety of regulatory
measures in order to maintain a safe level of pollution.  Despite considerable efforts, enforcement of

these laws has proven troublesome and repeated offenders continue to abuse the system.

Understandably, no firm will take action voluntarily to observe the regulations because it is

costly and would reduce the firm’s profitability.  Negative sanctions are therefore imposed in order to

induce firms to abide by the law.  If the fines cost less than compliance with the regulations, the

polluter will choose to pay the fines.  In practice in Hong Kong, court fines must be within the means

of the offender to pay.

To my knowledge, imprisonment has only been used as a form of punishment for

environmental offenders twice in Hong Kong,  and in both cases the sentence was suspended.  One

plausible explanation for this is that environmental offences are not considered to be criminal in nature.

Or prosecutors simply find it too troublesome to prove corporate environmental culpability.

In the light of the above viewpoint, do you think a safe level of pollution can be maintained through

legislation? (18 marks)

6. Study the following newspaper extract dated 27 August 1998 :

Nature now Taking Long-delayed Revenge

For decades, countries have measured the progress of their nations in terms of per capita output,

productivity and consumption.  They were pushed in this direction not by the aspirations of their

people, but by the ideology of Western economic models and those technocrats who cared little for the

environment or the impact of their flawed plans on the lives of the people.

'Per capita income' was the new idol to be worshipped by rulers and ruled alike, with no thought
given to tomorrow, to sustainability or to ethical and cultural values.  Forests were to be stripped and

burned, rivers to be dammed and mountains to be levelled.

The results?  No one plans beyond five or ten years since corporations are not interested in

long-term results.  Our political leaders are business-minded (brain-washed?) and they only exhibit

knee-jerk reactions to sudden problems.

Now nature is taking a long-delayed revenge, as we see in the massive floods in China, the ashes

of Indonesian forests and the pollution that is engulfing our air and waters.  Nature is telling us, in a

very painful way, that enough is enough.

(a) Do you agree with the viewpoint put forth by the writer?  Give reasons. (10 marks)

(b) Discuss whether you think a high standard of living and conservation of living resources can co-

exist. (8 marks)
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7. Study the following newspaper extract dated 29 October 1998 :

Greenpeace ‘toxic-toy’ Raid

Environmental campaigners from Greenpeace marched into the Ocean Terminal Branch of
Toys‘R’Us yesterday and swept off the shelves toys they claim are toxic, saying the store ignored a

call to stop selling the products.  They removed five types of infant toys, which they said contained

more than 20% phthalate.  The legal allowance is 3%.  According to Greenpeace, phthalates – used

to make toys soft and flexible – can hurt the liver and kidneys and interfere with the reproductive

system.

'We informed them last week about the toys and they said they would look at their stock,'

Executive director of Greenpeace (China) Ho Wai-chi said.  'We’ve waited a week and now we are

here to help them find the toys.'

Toys ‘R’Us said it would not stop selling these toys because it has not been confirmed that the

toxins cause cancer.  'All our toys meet or exceed all governmental or country standards for safety,'

general manager Joe Tang said.  'We believe Greenpeace should direct their allegations to the

appropriate government agency or toy industry officials.'

(a) From the perspective of a consumer, do you support the action of Greenpeace in the Ocean

Terminal Branch of Toys ‘R’Us?  Why? (6 marks)

(b) From the environmental point of view, do you support using plastics as an alternative to natural
materials?  Explain your answer. (12 marks)

END OF PAPER
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