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INTRODUCTION

The results of the first HKDSE Examination were released on 20 July 2012. To enhance the
understanding of the standards of the HKDSE Examination, authentic samples of candidates’
scripts are selected to form this set of exemplars to illustrate the performance standards at
different levels.

There are 3 papers in this subject. This set of exemplars is selected from candidates’ scripts
of the written conventional papers to illustrate the typical performance standards at different
levels. Paper 3 is School-based Assessment. As candidates’ SBA work only represents part
of the assessment, exemplars have not been selected from this paper.

It is advisable to read this set of exemplars together with the question papers and the marking
schemes in order to understand the requirements of the questions and the marking criteria.
The question papers and the marking schemes will be published in the Examination Report
and Question Papers for 2012 HKDSE which will be available for sale in October /
November this year.
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Level 5 exemplar and comments
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Comments
The script demonstrates comprehensive knowledge of the curriculum content. In

Paper 1, the candidate generally managed to answer questions at different levels of
difficulty, sometimes performing excellently (such as with Q.2). In Paper 2, the

candidate provided logical answers to the questions, sometimes performing

excellently (such as with Q.5).
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Comments
The script demonstrates sound knowledge of the curriculum content. In Paper 1, the

candidate generally managed to answer questions at different levels of difficulty,
sometimes performing excellently (such as with Q.2), though performance was weak
in some questions (such as with Q.4). In Paper 2, the script displayed a general
understanding of the questions. For example, the answer to Q.3 was on the right track
in assessing how modernised Japan was by the end of the 1920s, though the facts

tended to be too general in nature; the answer to Q.4 focused primarily on the second

part of the question.
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Level 3 exemplar and comments
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Comments
The script demonstrates adequate knowledge of the curriculum content. In Paper 1,
the candidate managed to answer quite a number of questions (such as Qs.1a, lc, 2a,
2b), requiring either lower- or higher-order skills, though answers to some questions
were weak (such as those for Qs.1b, 2c, 4a). In Paper 2, the script showed a general
understanding of the questions, but the answers were either incomplete or answers to
important parts of the question were missing. For example, in Q.1, the focus was
shifted to some unnecessary comparisons, resulting in thin treatment of the subject

matter; in Q.4, the first part of the question was not handled properly.
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Comments
The script demonstrates basic knowledge of the curriculum content. In Paper 1, the

candidate managed to answer some easier questions (such as Q.1a), but tended to give
weak answers to questions that tested higher-order skills (such as Qs.lc, 2b, 2c¢). In
Paper 2, the candidate could sometimes list relevant facts but failed to grasp the gist

of the question (such as Q.4), or the answer was too general (such as that for Q.7).
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Comments
The script demonstrates elementary knowledge of the curriculum content. In Paper 1,

the candidate managed to answer some easier questions (such as Q.2a), but sometimes
merely copied from the sources without making enough effort to correlate the
materials to the questions (such as in his/her answer for Q.1b), misread the questions
(such as Q.1c), misinterpreted sources (such as with Q.3a) and was not familiar with
the relevant facts (such as with Q.3b). In paper 2, the candidate was weak in both
questions. The candidate attempted to cite relevant facts, but failed to grasp the gist of

the questions, or even completely misunderstood the questions (such as Q.7).
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